GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F PITTSBURGH

Mertropolitan MAXIMOS of Pittsburgh - 5201 Ellsworth Avenue - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232-1421
Telephone: 412-621-5529 - Fax: 412-621-1522 - Youth Office: 412-621-8543 - Web: www.pittsburgh.goarch.org

MEMORANDUM
TO: Parish Priests of the God-Kept Metropolis of Pittsburgh
FROM: Rev. Archdeacon Ryan Gzikowski, Chancellor ﬂJU/
DATE: November 19, 2008
RE: Parish Council Ratification Packets

Dear Fathers, -

Enclosed you will find the annual Parish Council Ratification Packets. I have enclosed a
checklist that you may find useful in completing the paperwork associated with the
annual Parish Council Elections.

I have also enclosed the “Conflicts Disclosure Policy Statement,” with accompanying
signature form for the Parish Council. These forms should be duplicated from the
enclosed master copies, and upon distribution and completion, they should be collected
filed in the parish office. They are not to be sent to the Metropolis or Archdiocese.

Please be sure to review the Uniform Parish Regulations (UPR), especially Chapter 2
(Articies 24-29), which focuses exclusively on the Parish Council. Copies of the UPR are
available from the Archdiocese, or online at: www.goarch.org.

The Archdiocese Department of Outreach & Evangelism has a variety of Parish Council
related materials available on their website. Please be sure to visit:

http://www.outreach.goarch.org.

Please be reminded that the Parish Council Affirmation of Office is administered after
the Metropolitan has ratified your elections (UPR, Article 26).

I convey to you the Metropolitan’s best wishes for a Blessed Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year.

Thank you.

OIKOYMENIKON TTATPIAPXEION - IEPA APXIEITIXKOITH AMEPIKHY
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Metropolitan MAXIMOQS of Pittsburgh - 5201 Ellsworth Avenue - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232-1421
Telephone: 412-621-5529 - Fax: 412-621-1522 - Youth Office: 412-621-8543 - Web: www.pittsburgh.goarch.org

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Parish Council Election Ratification Check-list

All items are to be addressed to the Metropolitan, and clearly marked: Attn: Parish Council Ratifications.

[0 A letter from the parish priest:
[ Certifying the eligibility of the candidates
O  Attesting to the proper conduct of the election process
0 Requesting ratification of the election results {clearly identifying the names of those elected)

The “seminar attendance™ signature form
The minutes of the Board of Elections recording the votes and results of the election

A complete list of elected and ongoing parish council members including current mailing addresses,
telephone numbers, and email addresses.

O A copy of your parish’s 2009 budget as distributed and approved at your fall Parish Assembly

O A letter identifying the current status of your parish’s Archdiocesan Total Commitment obligation,
and Metropolis Stewardship Offering for the current year (2008).

O “Conflicts Disclosure Policy Statement - Parish Council.” These forms may be duplicated from the
enclosed master copy. Upen completion, they may be kept on file in the parish office. They are
not to be sent to the Metropolis or Archdiocese.

The oath of office is not conducted until after the Metropolitan has ratified your elections. Your parish’s
elections will not be ratified until the above items are received at the Metropolis, and processed according to our
established procedures.

PLEASE REFER TO UPR CHAPTER 2 (ARTICLES 24-29) FOR
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION AND RATIFICATION PROCEEDURES.

Revised: November 19, 2008
OIKOYMENIKON ITATPIAPXEION ' IEPA APXIEITIZXOITH AMEPIKHX
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November 19, 2008

To the Reverend Clergy, Parish Councils,
Boards of Elections and the Faithful of the
God-kept Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Dear Co-Workers,

As we approach the time for parish council elections in our parishes, I would like to remind you
that the procedures for those elections must be in accordance with the Uniform Parish
Regulations. Candidates who are nominated for the Parish Council must be a parishioner in
good standing of the Parish for at least one year immediately preceding the date of the election
and must live his or her life in accordance with the Faith and canons of the Church (UPR, Article
25). They must understand that their duties include attending divine services regularly,
participating in the sacramental life of the Church thereby setting an example for the
parishioners, and aiding the parish priest in fulfilling the aims and purposes of the parish (UPR,
Article 29).

To that end, all candidates for election must attend a seminar conducted by the parish priest prior
to the date of the election. Any candidate who does not attend the seminar and signs the
declaration enclosed will have their name deleted from the ballot.

After the election, a letter from the parish priest is to be sent to me, 1) certifying the eligibility of
all the candidates, 2) attesting to the proper conduct of the election process, and, 3) requesting
ratification of the election results, with the names of those elected clearly identified. This letter
is to be accompanied by, 1) the minutes of the Board of Elections recording the votes and results
of the election, 2) the declaration of seminar attendance by the candidates, 3) a list of elected as
well as ongoing parish council members with their addresses, telephone numbers, and email
addresses, 4) A copy of your parish’s proposed budget for the coming year, as distributed at your
fall Parish Assembly, and, 5) A letter identifying your parish’s current status regarding your
Archdiocesan Total Commitment obligation, and Diocesan Stewardship Offering for the current
year.

A form introduced last year -- the “Conflicts Disclosure Policy Statement - Parish Council™ -- is
to be signed by each newly-elected Parish Council member, and kept on file in the parish office.

They are not to be sent to the Metropolis or Archdiocese.

With paternal blessings and love,

J M3/ pel = o»yw‘—']

+MAXIMOS
METROPOLITAN OF PITTSBURGH

OIKOYMENIKON ITATPIAPXEION ' IEPA APXIEITIZKOTTH AMEPIKHZ



(On parish letterhead)

Parish Council Seminar
Declaration of Seminar Attendance and Understanding

We, the undersigned candidates for positions on the Parish Council, do hereby declare that we
have attended the Parish Council Seminar conducted parish priest, or regionally, on the

following date (s):

In addition, we further declare that we have reviewed and understand the Uniform Parish
Regulations of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and that we will abide by them and the
affirmation of office.

Printed Name of Candidate Signature




(On parish letterhead)

Parish Council Affirmation of Office

We, the undersigned members of the Parish Council of our beloved parish, do hereby affix our
signatures to the affirmation of office we have taken before the Holy Altar and declare that we
will abide by that affirmation and the Uniform Parish Regulations.

I, (name) do solemnly affirm that I will uphold the dogmas, teachings, traditions,
holy canons, discipline, worship and moral principles of the Greek Orthodox
Church, as well as the Charter and Regulations of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America, and that I will fulfill faithfully and sincerely the duties and obligations
required of a member of the Parish Council. So help me God.

Signed and attested to this day of , 200

Printed Name Signature

This form is to be returned to the Metropolis immediatelv upon completion. Thank YOuU.




, Ecumenical Patriarchate
DICCESE OF PITTSBURGH

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

. Metro olitan Maximos . 5201 En.éworth Avenue » Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 152321421 Telephone: (412) 621-5528
- P e . Youth Office: {412) 621-8543

Fax; (412) 621-1522
: . - _ www.odpgh.org
TO: Al Priests of the Diocese of Pittsburgh @
FROM: Metropolitan Maximos - @ Z@ V
DATE:  December 5, 2002 | | '
RE: - Parish Council Election Ratifications '

- This memorandum is a follow-up to my most recent communication with you regarding Parish Council

- Elections and Ratifications of Elections, dated November 12,2002. The memo contained several items that are
needed before 1 ratify your parish’s elections. In the past several years, policies such as these have not been
enforced, and we have witnessed a sharp and sudden deterioration in priest-parish council relationships in many
parishes. Therefore, effective immediately, we will once again enforce the policies and procedures that have
been established. ' : : '

The enclosed check-list will be helpful when requesting parish council election ratiﬁcations_. Any fu_l_ﬁther =
questions should be addressed to Deacon Ryan at the Diocese. Your prompt attention to this matter is
requested.

{  ease keep in mind that the Diocese of Pittsburgh does not permit husbands and wives, brot'hers‘and sisters,
and parents and children to serve together on the parish council. Any such cases, or cases of similar concern,

‘should be discussed before elections take place, using pastoral sensitivity. Any concerns should be forwarded
to my attention before requesting ratification of elections. '

Also, my previous memo addresses cases in which msufficient numbers of candidates have been nominated for
election to the parish council. The policy (UPR Article VIII, Section 11) clearly states that elections are to 3
proceed in accordance with Archdiocesan procedures. Any vacancies are handled thereafter in accordance with
‘the UPR directives. Elections and ratification of the elections are not to be postponed due to lack of
participation., ' ' : '

Wishing you a blessed and joy--ﬁﬂcd_ Nativity, I remain, paternally yours in Christ,
\ ,
L.
MAXIMOS : -
Metropolitan of Ainou '
Bishop of Pittsburgh

MMA/rg

OIKOYMENIKON TIATPTAPXEION » IEPA APXIEHIEKOHH AMEPIKHZ



\GREEKORTHODOXARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

- CONFLICTS DISCLOSURE POLICY (“Policy”) ‘
FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARCIIDI_OCESAN, METROPOLIS AND PARISH COUNCIHLS

. Members of the Archdiocesan Council, the Metropolis (Local) Councils arid the Parish Councils,
herein referred to collectively as “Council(s)” and “Council Member(s)” of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America (“Archdiocese™)! are enfrusted with sacred responsibilities which affect the whole of the

whose determination shall be final. S
- Ifitis determined that a Conflict does exist, the affected Council Memb_er may not vote or otherwise

take action on the matter in which he/she has a Conflict. The foregoing shall not prechude the Council _
Member from maki g a brief statement on his/her position or answeting any questions the Council may ask.
In no event shall the affected Council Member be present or participate in any deliberations on the matter or
be present when the vote on the matter is taken. '

The minutes of the meeting shall reflect when the Conflict was disclosed and the final determination
on the matter, ' ‘ ' o

Alay employee of: a) the Archdiocese shall not serve as a member of the Archdiocesan Council; b)

.the Metropolis shall not serve as a member of the Metropolis Council; or ¢) a Parish shall not serve as a
member of the Parish Council. '

Disclosure Policy All Councils

! “Archdiocese” as used herein includes the Archdiocese, the Direct Archdiocesan District. the Metronalicoc and the Dactal



Conflicts Dis‘closum Policy Statement = Parish-Council

For Members of the Parish Council of the Greek Orthodox Church
' : . (“Council™)

I, | , understand that my role as a Parish Council member is one-of
sacred honor and trust and, as a Parish Council member, will act, at all times, in the best
interests of my Parish and the Archdiocese,

I have ro
abide by the Policy and affirm that, to the best of my knowledge, I am not engaged in any

and to the President and Secretary of the Parish Council.

I 1become aware of any conflict that arises afier the date of this affirmation, I will immediately
disclose that conflict, in writing, to the individuals specified sbove. :

Date: _ 200 Signature: :
' Please Print Name:

Parish Council Disclosure Statement
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